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MISSIONARY SOCIETIES, &c. and congregational clergy of our country, thir- 
The following is from a Pamphlet, lately published in ty dollars for life-membership of each having 

New-Haven, (Con.) on the subject of our Education, | been paid by the ladies of their respective cen - 

Bible and Missionary Societies. creations. 

The three great societies originated in the} he minister members, thus secured, would 
same source, with like motives and objects,inaturally aid in the all-important work of 
and officered by the same classes of rich civil-| drawing monies from the people, not forget- 
ians and proud ecclesiastics. Their policy, in ting the seasons of alarming sickness, and the 
trading under three firms, is hike that of many under-laborers would have the task of making 
mendicants, who shift their clothes and their and setting tininor traps to catch men. 
stories three times a day, that they may have} The office of director, which might be pur- 
a treble chance of income. chased by a subscription of fifteen dollars an- 

The first projectors calculated with great nually, and the office oi director for life, to be 
certainty, Ist. That men are very prone to) purchased by a payment of one hundred and 
buy heaven on any terms, shor of those pro- fifty dollars, were blank offices of honor, not 
posed in the gospel. ‘The followers of Anant-| subjected to any service whatever; but even 
as and Sapphira, who wished to buy into the} this was a second trap to catch men. 
church, abound in our land. Hence there was} Life-membership, at thirty dollars, has ap- 
a fair prospect of money, the main spring of| peared to many laymen of little faith, to be a 
the new reli 





igion. |fair object ef purchase, for which they are well 
2d. That full employ would be given to ma-} paid by an annual publication of their names. 
ny paper-makers, printers, binders, gilders,; The publication of the titles of auxiliary so- 
treasurers,seeretaries, and thousands of agents, | cieties, with the names of president, secretary 
and that there would be no danger of opposi-| and treasurer, is a tvap of small dimensions, 
tion from lawyers, physicians, merchants, or but just fitted for those who ave to be caught 
any other professions of men depending for|in it. 
support on the currency of opinions. | In all the societies there is greatréliance on 
3d. That young men, having the offer ofan! the unceasing labors of auxiliaries, all which, 
education without expense, and of a wife in afier collecting their tithes of mint, anise and 
due season, and of support for both in foreign! cummin, are tosend the same to the mammoth 
lands, would naturally become pious, and be! or parent society. 
zealous in favor of the societies. | We have already adverted to the trapping 
4th. That colleges, being assured of great of the societies, and have mentioned the plun- 
additions to their number and correspondent! der of a bed-ticking from a poor woman, and 
income, might be relied on as a sure support. came very near gtying some account of the 
5th. That the presbyterian and congrega-|agency of a reverend member of the Bible So- 
tional clergy, might be relied on for the best! ciety in Orange, regarding the last will of one 
reasons, none of which are inentionued in their! of his parishioners, and we are now induced to 
annual reports. | give some additional views of the trapping of 
6th. That rich men and great civilians luok-| these societies. They verily catch men. 
ing for the first offices in our general and state) After every scheme for drawing money has 
sovernments, would be willing to yield their’ been practised, resortis had to money’s worth, 
names and money for the infiuence of these viz: to the produce of Missionary fields and 
creat establishments. flocks, potatoe and pumpkin grounds, to steck- 
In the organization of the Bible Society, it} ings, socks, shirts, and shirtees, to the savings 
was provided, in order to keep priestcraft out! from the richness and ornament of a wedding 
of sight, that the Board of Managers should| cake, to the savings of a small boy in the arti- 
consist of thirty-six laymen, and the President) cle of Hutter, and of a man by the disuse of a 
and Vice-President were laymen; but by a!neck-cloth, avails of a gold necklace fram an 
glorious under-current, peeve in the 9thar-!indigent female, collections at prayer meet- 
ticle of the Constitution, “ every minister of|ings, an old handkerchief from an aged wi- 
the gospel, who is a member of the society,/dow, the avails of charity boxes, old shoes, 
shall be entitled to meet and vote with the| boots and hats! If any wish to pursue the dis- 
Board of Managers, and be possessed of the|gusting detail, we refer them to the annual 
same powers as a manager himself.” ‘This was) reports. 
trap No.1, for catching men, and in it have} ‘Ihe collection of such articles is often times 


been caught most of the orthodox, presbyterian! better than the collection of money, for the ar- 
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ticles, being appraised at three or four times|}his conscience out of the hands of ecclesiasti - 
their value, and thus placed to the credit of|cal courts and congregational assemblies, that 
the donors, whose names are of course publish-| the master may form it for himself, aim to be 
ed, may be supposed to advance the donors | titted for ministerial enterprise by catching the 
correspondentiy towards the heaven of these | spirit of hisage.” “ Our Fathers, whose mem- 
Societies, which we take to be many degrees/ories we should venerate, and whose names 
lower than the heaven of believers in the doc-|we should never mention but with love ;— 
trines, and of practitioners in the morals of| though, let me remark by the way, that I have 
the New ‘Testament. no idea of degrading my compeers in the nine- 
In referring to the annual report of the so-|teenth century, nor, permit me to add, though 
cieties, we find ourselves wonderfully surroun-|it may seem a little vain glorious, and Jower- 
ded by traps to catch men, (see especially the}ing my own inconsiderable self, down to the 
7th report of the Bible Society, from page 147/| level of an irresponsible idiotism, in order to 
to page 189, a black list, indeed, which we| magnify the natural poner the acquired ta! 
would copy but for its length.) ents, or the spiritual gifts of Calvin, Luther, 
There is scarcely a populated square milejand others, who range along with them, under 
of our country, which is not infested by the|the same providential influences that conse. 
graceless agents of these societies, insinuating| crated their effort in the cause of christian and 
themselves into houses, as the fibres of a can-/ ministerial liberty, to the good of mankind.— 
cer dointo the human hody, and if the father! And if in rising to their level, and refusing to 
of a family will not give, the mother may make/| exchange one ecclesiastical lord of conscience 
up the amount of demand from her table linen,! for another, I shall be represented as a rash 
her spoons, or her cheeses: and if neither will assailant on long established usage and here- 
give, perhaps a son ora daughter at school ditary impression, and can obtain nothing -in 
may be taxed for deficiencies ! self justification among the sons of Zion, whom 
All this trapping business bears hardly on} the son of God came to set free ; painful as it 
a class of pour honest people, whose whole! may be, I will appeal to the liberal institutions 
earnings would be butas a drop of the bucket| of my native land, on whose peaceful shores 
to the ocean, ifadded to the wealth of the ma-|the standard of liberty has been planted fo: 
nagers of these societies : but the objection a-| the admiration of the world.” “ Sectarianism 
gainst such extortions from the poor, the meen is now falling, like the worn out economy of 
and the lowly, would be partly obviated, if the! Moses, in the days of Paul.” 
sacrifices required from them, were to be made| “ Nothing is more absurd than to square ey- 
in fair measure, by the Lords of the Bible De-| ery man’s scruples or convictions by our own, 
pository. Do the excellencies, the honorables,| instead of seeking personal improvement by 
and the reverend doctors, living on fat salaries' close, unfettered, biblical inquiry. 
deprive themselves of butter or neck-cloths?!} “They whosit in Moses’ seat have not yet 
Do their wives and children forego the use of lost their love for the legislation, nor entirely 
Indian ornaments of jeweller’s gold on their abandoned their pretensions to infallibility— 
necks, ears, and wrists? And do they have; But whence this mighty power that appropri- 
no parties to consume, in a night, enough to ates the language of the great Head of this 
buy Bibles for the largest county in our new, Church, and directs the ministerial conscience 
settlements ? Alas! the widow and the or-| from Christ’s judgment seat ? Whence this 
phan, the poorest ofour poor, are to be told by! heresy against reason and truth, which covers 
the panders of these institutions, that they! individuality of existence under social law, 
mustendure the want of all things, and must|and substitutes ecclesiastical statute for per 
part with their last cent, for that the Creator) sonal independence.” 
of all worlds cannot longer sustain his moral| “ [know it may be said that he who gives 
government without money, and that if he can! his voluntary consent to such a lordship ove: 
have money or money’s worth, he can carry! his conscience, has no right to complain if he 
his cause to the ends of the earth and the isl-| be chastened for rebellion. Indeed ? and may 
ands of the sea. I, by solemn compact, will away the Master’s 
It is paiaful to pursue such a subject, be-| injunction to call no man either father or mas- 
cause every view of it exhibits in such odious ter, see Matt. xxiil. 8—10, Or, having done 
colors the trapmen and their employers; but it, may L not blush for my error, and confess 
is a fact, that,asa cageis full of birds, so are it before the world, without preparing myself 
their houses full of deceit ; therefore they are; to be disturbed as a minister of the Son of God, 














become great and waxen rich.” or see the grace of repentance turned into a 
—— ‘libel for deposition ? 
REV. MR. DUNCAN'S SERMON, | € The minister of the gospel should consid- 


Fa te ern accu delved er his Bible as the only document, which i, 
Seminary at Princeton, by the Rew John M. Dun-| or can be commensurate with his commission 5 
can of Baltimore. and should study it, believingly and prayer- 
« Every Minister of the Gospel now, ought) fully, as the only method by wich he cau ac- 

most prayerfully and profoundly to: meditate) quire true ministerial literature.” 

upon the signs ofthe present times, and taking | « Paul reasoned—out of the Scriptures 
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thus answering a question, which may now be graven images 3’ * and as s living i in an age, and 
ve confidently asked, how shall we get along: in a land, where human authorities have long 
with those of modern times who deny these. since lost all their charm, and where every 
rinciples, if we have nothing buat the Bible ?) man i is growing independent enough to think 
What honest man can withstand an argument for himself.” 
fairly scriptural ; [fany, then Paul replies, Thus far the preacher. [Et does not appear 
« if any man be ignorant, lethim be ignorant.” | that his discourse was published at the re- 
« Whocan now unequivocally declare the quest of his hearers, or that any vote of thanks 
Bible to be the only rule of faith and man-)was passed by those for whose benefit it was 
ners, W ithout falling under the most grievous | | prepared. The presumption therefore will 
suspicions, as though he had broken his cove- ibe, that it was sent to the press, and given to 
nant with his God, and denied the Lord who! the public, for the purpose of more extensive- 
bought him. All ourreligious sects have their} ly disseminating those principles of sound pro- 
own classifications of what they suppose to be} testanism which it exhibits and maintains. 
scriptural doctrines.” ‘T'o deliver such a discourse before such an 
« Another classification is yet to be made|auditory, required no small share of moral 
under the auspices of charity, which will be| courage and mental independence. We un- 
the peculiar property of every individual man, | derstand that it gave great offence to some of 
asthe product of his spiritual apprehensions | the reverend gentlemen who were present ; 
and persona! experience. This will require|let us hope, however, that it will be highly use- 











the study of the Bible.’ | ful to not a few of the students in theology. 
* Much do [ marvel, that living in the | This 1 is not the only instance in which the 
midst of controversies, awe h like a deathful suf ency of Holy Scripture has been assert- 


paralysis have pervaded the whole ecciesias- ‘ed before an asseinbly of Presbyterian minis- 
tical body, and’shaken every ecclesiastical es- ters. tn the first volume of the Unitarian Mis- 
tablishment to her ve ry centre; much do Lice ‘liany, page S07, we were presented with ex- 
marvel, that any man should edidivéte the har- tracts froma discourse by the Rev. Dr. Gray, 
monious operations of this age ; assert that our; couched in lucid and ener getic language, an F 
sectarian regulations are necessary to create breathing the genuine spirit of reformation.— 
that moral similitude by which al il christians, Yet, we “cotitess that nothing was more unex- 
should be known, and proguosticate discord | pected than a declaration of ‘similar principles 
and confusion as the legitimate and unavoid- by the present preac her. Ifwe may judge 
able consequence of mere Bible authority.” ‘from the discourse before us, his orthodoxy, as 
“Tet every man prepare himself tor the trans-{regards the docrines of the denomination to 
actions of that hour when faith in Jesus Christ: which he belongs, remains un: tered 5 but the 


shall become the dignified and honorable prin-|seundness and catholicism, s principles 
ciple of christiaa action, and the known, ree entitle him to general res ‘le has ren- 
cognised substitute of ecclesiastical author ity. dered an essential s service to “cause of re- 
in ‘elucidating this subject, it is neces.ary tojligion. Where such views are ent ertained of 
remember that we are not to confide in hudha the perfection and sufficiency of the holy sc rip- 
expositions. Our systems transplant scriptu-/ ture, and of the duty, as well as the right of 
ral truths out from their own heavenly con-! exercising private judy rment in the interpreta- 
rections in the Bible, and classify them accor-| tion of scripture, it may reasonably be expect- 
ding to haman conceptions. Our commenta-| ed that what is believed to be the truth wil! 
ries halt and stammer at a text that may seem| be spoken in love, and that those who are re- 
a little too C alvinistic, or a little too Armini-| garded 2 1s under the delasion of error will be 
an,and we halt along with them, summoning ‘treated with gentleness. ‘This will be mach 
our ingenuity into conilict with theological | better illustrated of the value of our holy reli- 
difficulties. “ ‘Lo the law and to the te: timo- gion than any human system of faith, however 
ny.” lably defen ided by argument, and ale ter wiki. 
“'T'o me, it is matter of the purest astonish-| ‘erable for its antiquity, or popular irom tie 
ment, to hear christian ministers talk so un- number of its advocates. 
ienderly about the Bible, and speaking rsgat-| Asa contrast to the extracts now given we 
fectionately and feelingly about their own: shall add two passages of a very different 
standards. Standards, the meaning of which sind; so very dissimilar are they, that the rea- 
there has been incessant controversy, both in! der cannot fail to remark how directly they 
fublic and private. They surely can never are opposed to the sentiments of our preacher. 
pave fairly thought out what they say, or suf-| The first passage is from “ Advice and ex- 
fered themselves to apprehend the immense jhortation, addressed to the people of the Se- 
difference between the word of God and thet cond Presbyterian Congregation in Philadel 
doctrines of men, simply as exercising an ef-jphia, by the Rev. Dr. Green, on his resignation 
ficient control over the consciences and lives} of the pastoral charge.” In page 6, he remarks 
of mankind. Let me entreat them to re ex ihat follows : “ Nothuie will more contribute to 
amine this matter for themselves, as in the | your being “at peace ‘amone yourselves,” both 
presence of that “Jealous God,” who “ will! when vacant and at other time 3, than keeping 
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not give his glory to another, nor his praise tojstrictly to the principles and foruts of the + 
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byterian church, as laid down in our public 
standards of doctrine and government. By 
these standards try carefully all doctrines— 
and conduct scrupulously all your proceedings. 
Esteem it no hardship or oppression—esteem 
itas an unspeakable privilege and advantage, 
that these standards are given for your direc- 
tion and controul.” In anote, it is added,— 
“T would recommend that every family in the 
congregation make ita point in christian daty 
to keep a copy of our confession of faith.” 

We look im vain for any exhortation to stu- 
dy the Holy Scriptures, and to make them the 
rule of our faith and practice. No such advice 
was given; yet the “exhortation” occupies 
thirty-two pages. 

The second passage proposed to be quoted 
is from the Presbyterian Magazine, Vol. I. 
page 496. “It can be, we think, shown that 
in the present state of the world, the Bible is 
not, and cannot be used as the sole test of or- 
thodoxy, while any regard is paid to truth in 
the constitution of a christian church.” ‘This 
extraordinary position is thus illustrated and 
defended. “As long as” (a Presbytery or 
council) “continue to put questions in the 
werds of scripture, 2ffirmative answers will be 
given, and it may be impossible to discover the 


heretical notions of candidates. ‘The discove-| 
ry of their heretical opinions is made, either! 


te 2 et ey ~~ 
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degradation, the rose of health is blanched, the 
lustre of the eyes is dimmed, and the flowers 
of domestic love, hope and joy, are withered 
forever. His name is Intemperance. His fol- 
lowers are shame and remorse, poverty, dis- 
ease, Infamy and death. And does not man 
retreat with dismay from this dark, malignant, 
and unpitying enemy ? Who would not avoid 
the exhalations of the upas, or fly from the 
dreadful Samiel of the Arabian desart? none, 
nove in the universe! and yet, oh inconceiv- 
able madness! how many with dauntless con- 
fidence embrace this demon of intemperance ; 
this destroyer of all that is fair aud lovely in 
the soul, this pestilence that walketh in dark- 
ness and wasteth at noon! awake, oh man, 
from thy dangerous lethargy! thy senses are 
locked in a fearful charm, and thou smilest in 
thy slumber on the monster whose breath is 
consuming thee ? 

Hast thou friends? Wilt thou leave them 
to mourn over thy faded form, thy blighted 
mind, thy decayed energies? Canst thou 
shroud the morning of their day with the evil 
of obscurity? Canst thou smother the noble 
aspirations of their youth with disgrace and 
infamy ? 





ae ST 
THE PILGRIMAGE OF MAN. 


Youth is the season when every thing is gay 








by applying questions expressed in terms con-!and bright before him, when pleasures and 
veying the sense which their examiners put! joys shed their inspiring influence; hopes and 
upon the language of the inspired writers,! feelings are sanguine and enthusiastic, and 
or by the candidates giving explanations which! the imagination is deceived by its own fair 
show that their.sense of the scriptures differ| gilding. Every thing appears unclouded and 
from that of eae Thus, accord-} blooming before him. But the real joys of his 
ing to this WH le imperfection and insufli-) condition are slighted for the gay anticipations 
ciency of the Bible as the sole test of ortho-| of a fickle nature, he neglects to prize what 
doxy, is proved and demonstrated ; yet, ac-) he already possesses pure and unalloyed, for 
cording to the shorter catechism of his church,} the pu rsnit of that which dazzles at a distance 
“ the scriptures of the Old and New Testrinent. through the beams of false glory. The path 
are the only rule that Ged has given to direct’ is mossy, the sky unruffled, but he skips ilote 
us how we may glorify and enjoy him.” — As! unconscious of the softness of the one or the 
Protestants, we have much to allege against, mildness of the other. Fame sounds her treach- 
every attempt to make the comments and de-! erous notes to bear him onward, and he leaves 
ductions ef uninspired and fallible men, a more/his youthful stage to breathe the colder air of 
definite and certain rule of faith than the dec-| manhood. In that, he finds ardor and enthu- 
Jarations of Holy Scriptures; but, at present,' siasm dissipating, objects appear less inviting 
we conclude by expressing our astonishment and less pleasing, He encounters difficulties, 
that christian ministers, calling themselves or-| vexations and trials; the light-heartedness of 
thodox and evangelical, can allow themselves: youth is departing, and he finds all his fairy 
to speak and write “so untenderly about the! visions illusive and deceiving : yet fortune, 
Bible, and so affectionately and feelingly, with her wild capricious hand, scattering some 
about their own standards.” T. J. brilliant favors upon him, and the gay tri- 
iy mera ‘umphs renew and renovate his uature; hope 

A FRAGMENT. and siebition are again in motion, and revives 

Among the various evils which stalk amid! his powers and energies; new schemes press 
the haunts of man, there is one demon of de-|him to action and exertion. He struggles 
struction, whose march, sure as time, impetu-| through perplexities jand dangers, and ima- 
ms as the cataract, and merciless as the grave,|gines he wears the armour to shield him from 
desolates the fairest valley of the universe, and/| the blasts of misfortune and repel the attacks 
ivs prostrate the noblest structure of creation.|of violence. But years steal over him and 
At his approach, the towering wing of genius) still find him labouring, toiling, and hoping, 
is paralyzed, the torch of reason becomes ex-)and still dispossessed of what he fancied al- 
inet, the fire of ambition expires, the smile of ready within his grasp; life and all its fluctu- 
philanthropy is lost in the cloud of conscious! ations are crowding upon him; he hears the 
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noise of w arfare continually about him; fac-| the préduction of what was preordained. J 
ulties and powers are disturbed and wearied 3 jg idle and visionary tosgay that God has un- 
a few of his strongest and most hardy feelings: changeably ordained whatsoever comes to pass 
are still enduring the strife; but the ATOC-t oh that all things ordained by the most wise 


tions are cut down and destroyed, and the lit-| ae 
tle endearments of youth are felt no nore. | and holy counsel of his own will, witt most 


Age at length gains upon him, and he finds /assuredly come to pass, and then talk of the 
gibasteaty — eenees a 9 Agri re Lopes liberty of second causes, as though the second 
sutisied, is powers weakened, and his ehl-) > . ' 
une y ? ‘tae | or minor cause, could resist the power of the 

ergies destroyed. Its tranquil atmosphere, . 

sce through the dark clouds that had put on | not ordained of God. If the will of the erea- 
the deceiving garb; to discern the ven ture, and the operation of secondary causes, 
ra] | " ‘ ve OSSe ‘ ( 6 a 

shoals in which he had been tossed, and a | ape governed in such a manner, by the most 


{ 


the gav cerial nothings which had misled lim.) . ' ‘ 
a , wise and holy will of God, as to accomplish 


He feels the end of all things; that joys and | 
pleasures are but glittering shadows, fame a, all things which he has ordained should take 
deceiving bauble, and the possession of human) place, it is immaterial with us in what way or 
content an idle dream, and like the wearied| panner this is effected, whether by offering vi- 


traveller among the shadows of mountains,| oe te the willl: cartailine Gis Whites ed « 
peeperee for a journey to that land that yields | | . 1h wai, Maal 
ess glittering, but more true and substantial condary causes, or by using any other means; 


‘it alFamounts to the same thing, as both the 
= will of the creature and secondary causes, are 


‘ MESSENGER OF PEACE. | made subservient to the great first cause of all 
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—-— es if then all things which take place in the 
SAY-BROOK PLATFORM. | universe, take place,according to the unchange- 


CHAPTER III. ‘able ordination of God, and there is any thing 
Sec. Ist. “ God from all eternity did bythe | Sinful in the sight of God, by him so viewed 
most wise and holy counsel of his own will, and considered, then is God the author of sin 
freely and unchangeably — pe cared for he ordained it, and brought it to pass by the 
eS es: V¥ S § ar , , 3) e _ : a. . , 
comes to pass; yet so as thereby neither 18) enersies of his own wise and holy will. If this 


God the author of sin, nor is violence offered | b | ‘ndeed i nailed ; 
to the will of the creatures, nor is the liberty | D& Me case, ten indeed may sin de called in- 
or contingency of secoud causes taken away, finite, since God is not only the author but tive 


but rather established.” ‘actor of the sin, men being but mere passive 
The framers of this article seem to have) machines, or parts of a machine operated upon 


been well aware of the impression which the| by a power over which they have no control, 
first part of it would make upon the mind of and set in motion to accomplish the will of 
every considerate and reflecting man, and their owner. 7 
therefore, endeavored to ward off the conclu-; The idea that God is the author of sin is re- 
sions that would naturally be drawn from the | volting to many serious and pious people who, 
doctrine, by asserting that although God had/ nevertheless, receive this confession of faith 
from all eternity freely and unchangeably or-/as divine truth, and teach it to their children 
dained whatsoever comes to pass, yet, that God | instilling into their minds the doctrines of ori- 
was not the author of sin. Why? because/ginal sin and total depravity, teaching them 
violence is not offered to the will of the crea-| that in consequence of their depraved state, 
ture, nor is the will or contingency of second | every thing they do is sin, and for this they are 
causes taken away. lunder the wrath and curse of almighty God, 
There is considerable craftiness used in the jheirs of hell and deserving of endless misery, 


framing of this article, and an attempt made | ret al! this was unchangeab! v ordarned accor- 
~ t 4 





to blind and deceive mankind. It requires) ding to the most wise and holy will of God, and, 
but little penetration to discover that if God; consequently, could not be avoided. Thas, 
has unchangeably ordained whatsoever comes! inconsiderately, we act ia things of the utmost 
to pass that He must be the first moving cause | importance to us, having much bearing upen 
of that which does come to pass, and that se-!our happiness and peace in the present life, 
condary, and all other causes, must operate injand the forming of our characters for real use- 


conformity to the first and primary cause inj fulness in liie. 
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Sec. 2d. “ Although God knows whatsoever 
may or can come to pass ee all supposed 
conditions ; -yet hath he not decreed any thing, 
because he foresaw it as future, or that which 
would come to pass, upon such conditions.” 


The plain English of this is, that God has 
decreed every event that can come to pass ac- 
cording to his own sovereign and arbitrary 
pleasure, without any referrence to any con- 
ditions or contingencies whatever. Possessed 
of infinite Wisdom, and Knowledge,God knows 
whatever may or can come to pass upon ALL 
SUPPOSED conpiTrons. Observe, kind reader, 
all conditions, having any bearing or influence 
on the actions of men, that could possibly exist, 
or be supposed possible to exist, were perfectly 
known tothe Deity. »Yet he has not decreed 
any event, because he saw it in future, or that 
it would come to pass upon any of those sup- 


posed conditions, but according to his own, 


sovereign will and pleasure. ‘Fhis article, 
therefore, strips off the slimsy veil thrown over 
the preceding one, and exposes the craft used 
to deceive people, by attempting to make them 
believe, that although God has ordained what- 
soever comes to pass, and has decreed without 
reference to any conditions whatever, the will 
of man is at perfect liberty, and attions de- 
pendent on secondary causes, are at perfect 
liberty to operate, uncontrolled by the first 
great cause of all. 

Sec. 3. By the decree of God, for the mani- 
festation ot his glory,some men and angels are 
predestinated unto evelasting life, and others 
foreordained unto everlasting death.” 

Sec. 4. “These angels and men, thus predes- 
tinated and foreordained, are particularly and 
unchangeably designed, and their numbers so 
certain and definite, that it cannot either be in- 
creased or diminished.” 

Sec. 5. “Those of mankind that are predes- 
tinated unto life, God, before the foundation of 
the world was laid, according to his eternal and 
immutable purpose, and secret counse! and 
good pleasure of his will, hath chosen in Christ 
unto everlasting glory, out of his mere free 
grace and love, without any foresight of faith 
or good works, or perseverance in either of 
them, orany other thing in the creature, as con- 
ditions or causes moving him thereunto, and 
all to the praise of his glorious grace.” 

Reader, you have before you the calvinistic 
system of faith, by which you learn that, by the 
decree of God, some men and angels are pre- 
destinated unto everlasting life; the number so 
unchangeably designed and determined that 
not one more or less can be saved, the number 
can neither be increased or diminished; this 
predestination unto everlasting life is accord- 
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jing to the eternal and immutable purpose of 
God; of mere free grace and love, without any 
foresight of, or reference to faith or good works 
or perseverance in either or any of the elect ; 
nor on account of any thing in the creature mov- 
ing him thereunto, or operating asa condition 
why they should be thus chosen and _predesti- 
nated. We may, with propriety, ask the be- 
lievers in this doctrine what they mean by the 
terrible outcry and lamentation they have 
made about the perishing state of immortal 
souls, and telling us of the thousands that are, 
almost daily, dropping into hell for want of the 
means appointed of God for their salvation, 
Do they disbelieve their own creed, which ex- 
pressly declares that the number to be saved 
‘1s so immutably designed of God, that it can- 
not be either added to or diminished. ff they 
‘do doubt the truth of their own creed, then for 








heavens sake let them give it up, and not be 
cruelly and wickedly imposing upon others for 
truth, what they do not themselves believe. 

If they believe their creed are they not hy- 
pocrites practising a base imposition upon the 
‘people in thus exciting their sympathy in be- 
half of perishing souls, and drawing money from 
their pockets, to save those who would perish 
eternally but for their liberality in giving to 
support the missionary cause. Much is said 
about the millions of heathen that die annually 
and sink down into hell for want of the meaus 
appointed of God for their salvation. Are there 
no elect among the heathen P If there are, they 
must and will be saved, for not one of the num- 
ber predestinated can be lost. If there are 
none of the elect among them, a host of mis- 
sionaries can do them no good for the number 
of the elect is so definite and determined that 
not one can be added. 

While the preachers of this system of doc- 
trine are anxiously laboring to work upon the 
passions of the people and to draw money from 
| themfor the ostensible purpose of saving perish- 
ing souls that would sink to hell without this aid 
is there not strongground of suspicion, that the 
salvation of souls is not the object in view, 
and that their real designs are covered with 
the specious pretence of great anxiety for the 
souls of men. A man must approach very 
near to lunacy who can believe that the Als 
mighty has predestinated some men and angels 
to everlasting life, and fixed the number by an 
irrevocable decree so that it can neither be 
increased or diminished and yet believe the 
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number will be diminished without human aid, 
or that it can be increased with it. 

Are the advocates of this system afraid that 
ihe means which God has appointed for the 
accomplishment ofhis purposes will fail unless 
they lend a helping hand. If so, let them look 
at their creed to strengthen their minds, 

Sec. 6. “ As God hath appointed the elect 
unto glory, so hath he by the eternal and most 
free purpose of his will fore-ordained att THE 
meANS thereunto. Wherefore they who are 
elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed 
by Christ, are effectually called unto faith in 
Christ by his Spirit working in due season, 
are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by 
his power, through faith unto Salvation. 
Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, or 
effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, 
and saved, but the elect only.” 

Any man, who sincerely and conscientiously 
believes this article, must be satisfied, that God 
having appointed all the means necessary for 
the salvation of the elect, has placed those 
ineans within their reach, and made them effec- 
tual according to his own most holy and wise 
predestination. And wherever he has had a 
chosen seed, there has he in his holy provi- 
dence, in his own way, effectually called them 
to glory and te grace. We must then believe, 
either, that God has had no elected ones among 

be heathen during the long succession of years 
ihat have elapsed in which hundreds of mil- 
lions have existed, and according to common 
opinion, sunk into the depths of endless woe, 
or that he has chosen means to effect their sal- 
vation, consistent with his divine predestina- 
tion, and their circumstances, although differ- 
ing fromthe means which we enjoy, and which 
we, justly, highly prize. It is absurd in the 
highest degree to suppose, that God hath elec- 
ted a certain portion of the humaa race to eter- 
nal life, without devising the means necessary 
to accomplish his purposes, and it is equally 
absurd to suppose that having ordained the 
means He should neglect to employ them. 

(To be continued.) 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
CELEBRATION, 

Messrs. Eprrors.—-At the request of the 
Society, and agreeably to previous notice in 
the public prints, a number of ministering 
brethren assembled at Gloucester, Mass. on 
the Sd inst. for the purpose of attending the 
semi-century commemoration of the first 
preaching of Universal grace and salvation in 
that place, filty years from that day, by the 
late Rey. John Murray. 





IStreeter, of Boston 


This occasion awakened in many bosoms the 
most interesting and sacred recollections. 
The goodness and help of Divine Providence 
“in the day of small things;” the faith, pa- 
tience and perseverance with which some en- 
dured trials; and the peace, joy, and trium- 
phant hope in which many others had finished 
their earthly course, passed in review before 
us in the animated visions of remembrance, and 
reminded us of our sacred obligations of grati- 
tude and faithfulness to Heaven, for the suc- 
cess and prosperity of that holy faith which 
now causes the pulsations of joy to beat high 
in so many hearts, in the full assurance of 
universal happiness, through the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The public services of the morning were in- 
troduced by the reading of the second chapter 
of St. Paul to the Corinthians, first Epistle; and 
after singing, continued by an introductor 
address, by Br. ‘Thomas Whittemore of Cam- 
bridgeport, on the importance of the occasion, 
the propriety of commemorating the joy with 
which the proclamation of God’s universal sal - 
vation was at first received by the believing 
Gloucesterians ; the sufferings and persecu- 
tions through which they had contended for 
the faith delivered unto them ; and the suc- 
cess which had crowned their perseverance in 
the doctrine of impartial grace : after which 
he also offered the introductory prayer. 

Asermon was then delivered by Br. Paul 
Dean, of Boston, from the 7th chapter of the 
ist of Sam. and the 12th verse. “Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped.us.” In which were no- 
ticed the good Providence and favour of God, 
in sending to this country, his servant, the 
late Rey. John Murray, to preach to its since 
free, independent and favoured inhabitants, 
the « Grace of God that bringeth salvation te 
all men ;” and in the success which attended 
and favoured his personal labours—in the 
courage and coustancy with which the early 
believers of this Heavenly Doctrine met, sus- 
tained, and ovtrcome the trials of excommu- 
nication, calumny and oppression, in the name, 
and for the sake of christian liberty—in the 
progress which has attended this cause in that 
place, and in our commonwealth and country, 
notwithstanding the tide of determined oppo- 
sition which set against it—and in the gilt of 
Br. Thomas Jones, as a secend gift and mes- 
senger of “ good tidings from a tar country,” 
tu be the Pastor and guardiau of the first Uni- 
versalist Church gathered in America. The 
mention of some of the many signs of the final 
and universal prevalence of this grace, the fe- 
licity which will attend its triumph, and the 
duty of those who are permitted to look for it 
coming, finished the discourse. The conclu- 
ding prayer was by Br. Zelotes Fuller, of 
Charlton, Mass. 

In the afternoon the first prayer was offer 
ed by Br. Barzillai Streeter of ‘Troy, N. 1 
and the discourse given by Br. Sebastia.. 
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10, “ According to the grace of God which is 
given unto me, as a wise master-builder, I 
have laid the foundation, and another build- 
eth thereon.” In which it was ably and elo- 
queutly shown that Christ Jesus the Lord, as 
preached by the Apostle, John Murray, and 
others, is the sure, the only sure and pyecious 
foundation laid in Sion for the salvation of the 
world. He continued by describing the support 
and comfort which this benignant sentiment has 
yielded, and still yields its sincere followers in 
the hour of affliction and death ; and conclu- 
ded by ingenioisly setting forth and defend- 
ing the mild and happy influence, which as it 
advances, it will exert upon the minds and! 
hearts of men, and upon all the institutions of 
society. Br. Ezra Leonard, of Cape Ann, 
made the concluding prayer. 

The evening service of said day was com- 
menced with prayer by Br. Hubbard H. Win- 
chester, of Wilmington, Vt. and coutinued b 
an interesting sermon from Br. Hosea Ballou 
2d of Roxbury. Text Isaiah Ix. 2. 3. 4. « For 
behold the darkness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people : but the Lord shall 
urise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen 
npon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to 
thy light, and Kings to the brightness of 
thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, 
and see: all they gather themselves together, 


they come to thee: thy sans shall come from 
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far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy 
side.’ He contrasted the views of religion| 


which‘prevaited in these parts filty years ago, | 


with those more rational and enlightened, which 
are entertained at the present day; and infer- 
red from thence the speedy approach of that 
blessed day, when divine light and truth shall 
disperse the darkness, and fill the whole earth 
with the glory of the Lord, and bring al! the 
sons and daughters of Adain to worship before 
him in the beauties of perfect holiness. These | 
animating services were interspersed with ex- 
cellent and appropriate music by the choir, at- 
tended by full at solemnly atsentive audien- 
ces, and closed with a devout prayer by Br.! 
‘Thomas G. Farnsworth, of Newton, Mass.| 
After which, we returned to Col. Pierce’s, by 
whose christian liberality and attention, in 
connexion with others, we were entertained in 
a most friendly manner. By ourselves and 
many others, we feel assured this celebration 
will be long remembered, and numbered, among 
the happiest occasions of our lives. And we 
cherish the hope and belief that the semi-cen- 
tury return of this day will be celebrated with | 
religious gratitude and joy, until Christ shall; 
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have an altarin every place, and at every altar, |= 


an herald of salvation ministering to his re- 
deemed. 
PAUL DEAN. 
P.2 


.&. The Editors ofall Universalist periodi- 
cal publications, are requested to insert the 
abuye. 

P. Dp. 


By order 





From the Gospel Advocate. 
ANOTHER VICTIM 
to the doctrine af endless torment ! 


A few weekssince it was announced in the 
publick newspapers, that Miss Louisa Moore 
of Rome, or that vicinity, had strolled away 
from her friends to the village of Utica, where 
she put an end to her existence by hanging 
herself! She was evidently insane, but the 
cause of her derangement was not then pnb. 
lished. We now learn from the Utica Senti- 
nel, that some months before her death, she 
had become a convert to the peace-destroying 
doctrine of Calvinism, and was a member of 
Soon after this had 
taken place, she sunk under her apprehensions, 
and at last her dreadful impressions, as might 
have been expected, deprived her of reason, 
and led to the act which terminated her mor 
tal existence. 

Thus she has finally obtained a release from 
the torment of error, and we trust has found 
rest in the bosom of that Jesus, whe came not 
to wound but to heal. O, may God grant that 
clerical artifice may be done away, and the 
Gospel of peace by an universal prevalence re- 
store that consolation to the world which al) 


need and every benevolent soul desires. 
K. 


PO BUR. 
FOR THE MESSENGER OF PEACF 
“JESUS WEPT.”—JOHN XI. 35. 


How sweet is the tear of regret, 
That drops from humanity's eye ; 
Flow lovely the cheek thatis wet— 
The bosom that heaves with a sigh 
This world is a sorrowful stage, 

A valley of weeping and woe, 
From childhood to garrulous age, 
The tear unmvited will flow, 
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Our own, or another's distress, 

Will force the soft lustres to fall ; 

Nor can the mild bosom do less, 

Than grieve for the sorrow’s of ali : 
For he who has nought to impart, 

May at least give the wretched a tear, 
*T will comfort the sorrowful heart, 
When no other comfort is near. 


The Saviour in sympathy wept, 

And gave the divinest relief, 

When Lazarus mortally slept, 

To his sisters o’er whehn'd with grief, 

Hie sorrow d for Solyma’s doom, 

As he sat on Olivet’s steep, 

He thought on her Judgement to come, 

And pity constrain’d him to weep. 

Wwe 
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g3ic0, 
In this City, on Tuesday last a child of Dr. Robert 
G Frary, aged 18 months. 
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